German versus Hun

among us in the most gratifying abundance, and all our great
poets have contrived to sing a song about them.

HEINRICH HEINE,   1846

One is at once enraged and depressed J>y the cold, idle in-
difference with which, in Germany, the better classes regard
the brutal ill-treatment which the scribbling mob inflicts
almost daily upon our best authors and artists.

FRIED RICH   HEBBEL,   1848

All the comfortable excuses which refer to our still recent
national prosperity are annihilated by the humiliating fact
that in little Holland, in half-barbaric Russia, the editions
of good books are often larger, often ten times larger than in
our great and learned Germany* No people reads more or buys
fewer books than ours. In particular, our upper classes, in
their dealings with literature, show a lack of refinement and
a parsimoniousness which our neighbours justly censure as
unseemly.                         HEINRICH VON TREITSCHKE, 1859

The accusation that one is a very bad writer is of course
mitigated by the fact that in Germany it is very difficult
to become a passable writer, while it is quite surprisingly im-
probable that one should ever become a good writer. We have
not here the natural soil, the artistic evaluation and treatment
and development of oral speech.

FRIEDRICH  NIETZSCHE,   1873

There has been a sore lack in Germany of living works of
art* It is as though Goethe and Schiller had been anything
but artists ; as though they had been philosophers, scholars